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with the bursting pride Gold Star mothers rehears- 
ing the virtues the heroic dead. But idealization has 
the unwanted effect putting beyond reach the very 
thing means stir sentiment for. Mercer’s account 
the American Revolution calls mind Oliver Wis- 
well and The Patriots, other fine accounts which make 
readers realize that the War Independence was the 
work mortal men subject the same temptations, 
mistakes, and follies that plague the heirs freedom 


Mercer, Charles Enough Good Men 
Putnam. Jan. 11,1960. 514p. $4.95. (IIb) 


Hollywood’s heyday this novel would have rated 
production with half dozen screen 
greats cast the leading roles, introduced with 
such fanfaron publicity the whole nation would 
have agonized see it. Enough Good Men praise- 
worthy attempt rescue the American Revolution 
from the company romantic historians who wrote 
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the twentieth century. Mercer’s portrait Wash- 
ington, for example—while making secret the 
general’s pride, indecisiveness, and gullibility—gets near- 
miraculous results. placid, remote founding-father 
image yields place anguished, all but friendless 
pawn Congress whose farm-bred dedication and sin- 
cerity adorn his leadership and honor the cause 
serves. 


Howe, Franklin, Burr, Arnold, Paine, and 
other personages the Revolutionary aappear 
Mercer’s Book, Enough Good Men not their story but 
the story the awakening the spirit democracy 
America that age and the way that ordinary citizens 
responded it. the story Micah Heath, bound 
boy, who repeatedly forfeiting his own freedom 
help cthers forges last true definition liberty; 
Alex March, who buries his strength, ambitions, 
beauty, and even his love, the American cause be- 
cause powerfully engages him; and Kathy, his 
wife, daughter turncoat merchant, who destroyed 
raging passions that find her torn between her hus- 
band’s idealism and her father’s opportunism. And 
then there Philly, Maid Liberty herself. 


The panoramic scythe-sweep war through the Middle 
Atlantic States, the desperate cruelty and grim hard- 
ship reeking, pestilential struggle, the coarse manners 
and easy morals unsophisticated age caught 
chaos are all depicted here with loyalty detail and 
action that pulls the reader anxiously, chapter after 
chapter. Mercer has written panegyric war; nor 
does ask war stand surety for relaxation tradi- 


tional standards morality. But does not hide 
the fact the camp follower, like the louse, lingers 
the scene war, that the scum will rise the top when 


the pot boils. His sinners sin frankly and are frankly 


remorseful. 


Like Vanity Fair, (prototype this and most American 
historical war novels), this book has hero, unless 
mankind itself, winning, through the honest zeal 
few, hope for the many. Edmund Burke once warned 
that the forces evil would win the world enough 
good men did nothing. Mercer shows that once such 
men act, though they few, their strength can 


rattle the earth. 
John McAleer, Ph.D., 


Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Bodsworth, Fred The Strange One 
Dodd, Mead. Jan. 11,1960. 400p. $4.95. 


Fred Bodsworth’s new novel, The Strange One, evi- 
dently written from the heart. naturalist avoca- 
tion, has turned out work which nature 
utilized effectively narrative, descriptive and sym- 
bolic pattern. 


Rory Macdonald, young Scottish graduate student, 
takes summer position northern Canada. His 
the task banding Canada geese for migration re- 
search job closely allied his M.A. studies 
Zoology. While the James Bay area, falls love 
with Cree Indian girl, Kanina Bearskin. Kanina, edu- 
cated the white people, has been spurned them, 
due her Indian blood, when she applied for teaching 


positions. She returning her primitive surround. 
ings accepted neither white nor Indian society. 


Rory himself product primitive existence, 
Barra, the Outer Hebrides. But his mother, Mary, 
took college degree her youth Glasgow and, after 
turbulent career seaman, his father’s profession, 
was persuaded attend college genial Dr. “P. L.” 
Thomas the University Toronto. 


This theme—the love white man for Indian 
and its attendant difficulties—is means unusual 
fiction. But the author has cleverly woven into the 
basic plot unusual parallel narrative the tale 
handsome barnacle Barra goose, another “strange one” 
whose courtship Canada bird leads him defy his 
native flock and risk his life returning his for- 
eign mate. here that Bodsworth’s love natural 
creatures combines with fluent narrative talent 
such extent that the reader follows the barnacle’s 
progress every bit closely that the two lovers, 
unusual piece imaginative writing and gives 
distinct touch originality the book, raising 
quite above the innumerable fictional treatments 
interracial love. 


Worth mentioning, too, the poignant character 
Rory’s mother, Mary Macdonald, educated violinist 
her youth who, jilted her sweetheart, married, out 
spite and pathetic desperation, Sam Macdonald, 
illiterate sailor. Her fate also becomes strangely bound 
with that the barnacle goose, who symbolizes for her 
vestige freedom her self-chosen life barren 
penury with man she never loved. 


Rory’s final marry Kanina and 
cept life university obscurity abandon her and 
the academic life for the siren song industry—is not 
made until the last chapter the book. There, too, 
the resolution the strange courtship the lovers’ 
avian counterparts brought conclusion. 


The Strange One, for all its virtue, means 
artistically perfect book. The author’s efforts paral- 
lelism character and plot are occasionally contrived, 
and his ultimate solution the highly complex inter- 
racial problem may seem bit oversimplified our 
more sociologically minded critics. But The Strange 
One, think, not measured the critical 
ards the social scientist. The book’s delicate union 
man and nature essentially a—dare use the 
word?—romantic one, and, such unions go, does not 
have its basis realistic grounds. found the novel 
touching and absorbing love story written with 


Sensitivity and imagination, and refreshing contrast 


the wave psychological fiction which has been 
flooding our bookstalls consistently. 


William Lynch, 
Department English, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Bates, The Watercress Girl 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Jan. 222p. $3.75. 


Thirteen delightfully charming stories children, 


read children larger growth however, comprise 
Mr. Bates’ latest collection fine literature. The tales 
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are purportedly told children from four eleven 
years young and they authentically register the imagi- 
native world reality and the real world the 
sure and sharp are the lines each 
cameo that the reader marvels their artist’s percep- 
tive Mr. Bates has genius for making his pen 
portraits unforgettably real and true. Although the 
reader may doubt the “youngsters” poetic articulate- 
ness, cannot doubt their creator’s mastery style. 
With deft touches Mr. Bates uses language evoke 
mood, provoke thought, invoke credibility. The 
sheer pleasure his prose elevates each story the 
point perfection. 


Most the stories are flavored with “dialect” and 
summer setting magnificently drawn that the reader 
experiences the thrilling sensation actual participa- 
tion; and realizes, too, that this world make-believe 
frighteningly real—it is, fact, his own world. 


Space precludes commenting each brilliant story; 
but attention must directed one the best this 
any age: Great Day for Bonzo.” This 67-page 
exploration adult’s world three youngsters— 
aged 54, 64, and over 7—and the dog, Bonzo, 
flawless performance. Mr. Bates has enriched the art 
form that the short story. His discerning, humani- 
tarian eye and his lyrical, artistic pen have produced 
one the most serious and important collections 
stories modern literature. 


John Quinn, 
University Scranton 
Troy, Una The Graces Ballykeen 
Dutton. Jan. 260p. $3.50. (1) 


The Graces Ballykeen are two nuns the Order 
Grace—Sister Peter and Sister Paul—who had been 
sent when they were young nuns serve nurses 
the local Workhouse. They have grown old that 
services and now all the workhouse inhabitants are 
dead except Sarah Slaney who her 105th year. 
Blessed Mother Assumpta had told the nuns stay 
the workhouse until the last the paupers was 
dead. there they are. 


The majority the residents Ballykeen want “the 
Graces” stay the workhouse; but the present 
Reverend Mother wishes them return the con- 
vent, since she fears the two have fallen dangerously 
into independent ways the workhouse. Then, there 
are those who wish convert the workhouse into 
factory. the end, “the Graces” win out and that 
spite the death old Sarah. 


But the problems the Graces are not the only ones 
solved this novel. There the problem Jane 
who wants ordinary, like other girls her 
age; and that Girlie Dillon who yearns marry 
George Pepper; and that Mickey Coyle who attacked 
his bullying father. the solving these and all the 
the residents Ballykeen, the Graces lend 


Though the town Ballykeen imaginary one, 
Troy’s characters are drawn wonderfully life, 
one could imagine meeting any them any Irish 
town. But the situation which she has set the 
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Graces could only purely fictitious one. The novel 
seems have one fault: there are too many problems. 
But, then, that seems problem for Miss Troy 
the Workhouse Graces, and the story recom- 
mended for light entertaining reading. 

Mairin Elias, 

Garwood, New Jersey 


Martin, Troy Kennedy Beat Damask Drum 
Dutton. Jan. 6,1960. 288p. $3.75. (Ila) 


Decidedly uneven quality execution, Beat 
Damask Drum shows sporadic promise; occasional bits 
action, chiefly that the last chapters, are pre- 
sented vividly, but whole the book fails con- 
vince. 


Set Indo-China, this the story love affair be- 
tween Joey (Josephine Castle, movie actress), and her 
boyhood lover Adam Canning, now fighting guerrilla 
warfare with four companions against the Communists. 
love triangle develops, resolved the end. 


One the chief difficulties this work its improb- 
ability. Arriving the outset the novel war-torn 
Hanoi, Miss Castle has little difficulty persuading 
general to: (a) dine with her; (b) provide her trans- 
portation Adam’s farmhouse site, some miles distant; 
and (c) accept certain favors for this. 


Thus have the spectacle five fighting men living 
for several days remote farmhouse, (with enemy 
attack probable), with this heaven-descended woman, 
(she arrives helicopter), and trying carry 
normal activity. Mr. Martin manages have his 
heroine miss several helicopters back Hanoi, but 
eventually Miss Castle departs, again through the inter- 
cession “her” general, she puts it. 


Once Miss Castle removed, action can begin. But 
now another issue intervenes: number paintings 
artist whose works are fetching increasingly high 
prices have been discovered abandoned mansion; 
and guerrilla party, (drawn from the five), sets 
out with peripatetic artist search them, running 
mine fields and undergoing bombardment 
process. 


Movie actresses provided transportation compliant 
generals guerrillas war; guerrilla fighters who risk 
their lives secure hidden paintings. One inclined 
this?” For this reviewer, least, all seems most un- 
likely and contrived. 


According the jacket, the title this novel, taken 
from old Chinese tale, implies “the ancient truth 
that all any can hope hear lasting significance 
must come from within ourselves.” may equally 
well taken implying impotence, for what use 
soundless drum? And indeed, ill luck and im- 
potent effort run through this book, though there 
human values through fidelity, whether 

should noted, passing, that this novel badly 
proofread; even the author, (who majored history 
and political science), uncertain spelling and punc- 
tuation, the editors Dutton’s should not be. Apos- 
trophes are normal possessives; the possessive 
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not it’s; the pronoun each not plural; the past pay 
(money) not payed. And what sentences like, “She 
would have liked have evaded the Or, 
“When had come off operations before this, when 
the last the heavy-dutied days were passed, when 
had scratched his initials the last chitties put his 
desk his Sgt. Major, when all his men had disap- 
peared, would not stop think until himself 
was clear the camp and had taken the train 
Nairobi, sink back the hot water bath and 
let the heat burgeon through his body and the tired- 
ness, without protest, nestle every crevice his 
mind.” This simply sloppy writing. 

Mr. Martin may better with his second novel. This 
one fails arouse enthusiasm. 


John Phillipson, Ph.D., 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Swados, Harvey False Coin 
Little, Brown. Jan. 11,1960. 309p. $4.00. (IIb) 

terribly crowded book, Harvey Swados tells the 
story foundation set produce and distribute 
art mass public. The ideal the organization 
free the artist from pressures and give him the 
perfect media for transmitting the finest art the 
greatest possible number people. writing the 
project, the author has opportunity deliver himself 
his quite interesting views art, freedom, com- 
mercialism, dogma, love, senate committees, the be- 
havioral sciences, cowardice, suicide, and contemporary 
life. Unfortunately this too much good thing. 
There matter here for three books equal length. 


With much say and with many acute things 
say about these provocative topics, the author never 
ceases his breakneck pace. filled the book with 
profusion characters that the reader never really 
gets under the skin any them. Even the narrator, 
fiftyish Ben Warder, the recording engineer and sound 
expert, won’t stand still long enough for know 
him. added difficulty the uathor’s habit nam- 
ing his characters Renaissance fashion. the sen- 
ate committee find Hangman and Roap, the pro- 
ducer named Bedlam, the composer the music 
Rector, and the publicity director christened Blotch. 
The Vollbauch family consists Victor who always 
loses, Vera who cannot face the truth, and Thor, the 
helpless. This habit playing with words carries the 
reader along through the book. The adulterous love 
the narrator for wonderfully endowed creature 
called Juno who enters the liaison the hope con- 
ceiving child. Perhaps unconscious pun when 
she cries her lover “Baby me.” 


Although the book too brimfull, and there too 
much punning, and too casual acceptance adultery, 
there are some solid merits. Mr. Swados has perceptive 
observations make about the world live in, and 
knows great deal about art and its problems our 
times. The situation selects for the climax his 
story important and especially meaningful for today’s 
world. The hero the book’s climax faced with 
today’s most poignant human problem: the uncertainty 
knowing whether one right not. this per- 
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plexity the narrator faced with the testimony must 
give before the Senate committee. Shall condemn 
his friends working the tax-free project shall 
hold out for vague principle and condemn the group? 
All his instincts are defy the committee but this 
would forsake principle favor his friends, 
the end the narrator reveals the compromises and 
pressures put upon the artists working the project, 
testimony which brings about the demise the whole 
endeavor. Still not knowing whether what did was 
right not, the narrator least has the satisfaction 
that “for once his life knew wasn’t coward.” 


The author has shown promise fine books come. 
His insight, cleverness, vigor, and understanding 
modern man, all demonstrate that writer who 
will heard from. has but slow down and 
take more leisured look the world. slower, less 
cluttered book will convey Mr. Swados’ excellent ideas 
far more cogently. the future trust there will 


great many them. 
Stephen Laut, 
Wheeling College, 
Wheeling, West Virginia 


Leggett, John Wilder Stone 
Harper. Jan. 4,1960. $3.95. (IIb) 

Wilder Stone, the protagonist this novel, forty- 
year-old widower who works Manhattan real-estate 
office. When was first married, Wilder appeared 
his way toward considerable success, but the 
death his young wife after less than two years 
marriage blunted his initiative and, since this tragedy, 
has been unproductive daze. has lost 
prestige his office and been demoted. For six years 
has carried half-hearted affair with Bibi Winter. 
Bibi, who now thirty-five, anxious marry Wilder, 
but his Prufrock inertia postpones any decision. Sud- 
denly Bibi receives proposal from 
acquaintance. Although she not love with this 
man, she willing marry him Wilder will not 
agree wed her. Wilder receives further pressure 
from his mother and his unmarried sister, Lyddie. They 
have real and fancied illnesses, make constant demands 
Wilder for time and attention, and expect his finan- 
cial support. Furthermore, Wilder’s son, Jimmy, who 
cared for his maternal grandmother, upset be- 
cause sees little his father. promises 
his son camping trips, walks the city, but constantly 
disappoints the youth. particular weekend that 
had promised Jimmy, Wilder spends his time 
with Bibi. Jimmy sees them together and very upset. 
Wilder comes realize that must make decisions 
and assume more affirmative stand his life. 
gives Bibi her freedom and takes leave absence 
from his work order accompany Jimmy 
tion Europe. 


This novel not success for three reasons: the 
plot uninteresting and obvious; the book slowly 
moves along its wounded Alexandrine length; and 
the style Mr. Leggett quite undistinguished. Too 
many the scenes just seem marking time. The 
episodes Wilder’s office, the affair with Bibi, and 
especially the sections about Jimmy are most tedious. 
These parts the novel are built principally 
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and the conversation generally circular 
rather than progressive. There is, however, excel- 
lent scene when Wilder takes Catherine, his bride-to- 
be, meet his mother and sister. The stuffiness and 
boorishness the pair are brought out splendidly. The 
flashbacks dealing with Catherine are, general, pleas- 
ant and well-handled. They bring aura freshness 
novel which for the most part, like Gray’s plow- 
man, plods its weary way. 

Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Kohner, Frederick Cher Papa 


Putnam. Jan. 190p. $3.50. (IIb) 

Frederick Kohner’s Cher Papa sequel Gidget and 
continues the story teen-age Franzie Hoger, turned 
seventeen the present novel, and love with the 
Great Kahoona, handsome Bohemian bum she met 
the earlier book. Whereas the surf Malibu was 
the setting for Gidget, Cher Papa uses the ski slopes 
Sun Valley for locale. Professor Gottfried Hoger, who 
the cher papa, narrates the story, which derives its 
principal complication from the fact that Franzie 
ready leave college and all order live her life 
with the Great Kahoona, and perhaps even one day 
marry him. mink-coated blonde, who tips with hun- 
dred-dollar bills inherited from her late racketeer boy- 
friend, has other ideas when she arrives the scene, 


promptly advances eyebrow-raising financial 


proposition the Great one, with whom she also fell 
love Malibu. Kahoona does not compromise, but 
neither does accept Franzie retains his freedom 
and goes off places unknown, leaving behind tender 
farewell letter. “Quelle peine forte dure,” wistfully 
sighs Franzie, head was turned high and 
pride.” 


The teen-age jargon and scraps recently acquired 
French are well handled revealing the delightful 
charm vivacious girl suffering the pains first 
love, while the parental observations the Professor 
suggest the uncomprehending though sympathetic view 
adulthood upon the mystery world the teens. The 
authentic background winter sports integral the 
novel and gives colorful vividness the events 


the book. 


While Kohner’s work can hardly claim any significant 
literary distinction penetration, nevertheless in- 
teresting and fast moving. Cher Papa will certainly 
provide few pleasant hours evening. 


George Perry, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Swarthout, Glendon Where the Boys Are 
Random House. Jan. 239p. $3.50. 

Readers They Came Cordura will find this new 
novel Mr. Swarthout radical change pace 
any contemporary has given us. the Boys are” 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida; and the time College 
Week, the time the spring vacations, when such col- 
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legians have the money and parental permission take 
off such places Bermuda, Nassau, and the like, for 
Lauderdale apparently the mecca the 
Mid-West, with some Ivy-League types turning 
find out whether the Big Ten coeds are more available 
than their eastern counterparts. 


The story the first person Merrit, coed, and 
principally her account three (count ’em) con- 
summated love affairs three days, with flashbacks 
her home town and university explain: why she 
has problem which the Lauderdale vacation may help 
solve; and why she not, arrival, virgin. 


Aside from sex activities and self-conscious explora- 
tions pseudo-philosophies, the big action raise 
money and arms for Castro. The narrative ends with 
the revoluntionary effort frustrated, all children gone 
back school, and Merrit, pregnant, sitting the 
beach contemplating phone call her father for 
money get home. 


Characterizations the individual members mis- 
guided generation are, even through the pen Merrit, 
excellent. There little doubt that the collegians 
whom the author writes talk like this, act like this, and 
are like this. And they are seen, reasonably, the 
victims their education and the educationist system. 


Viewed either satire pure realism, Where the Boys 
Are strong medicine. may well valuable medi- 
cine for parents, but for parents only. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Raspail, Jean Welcome Honorable Visitors 
Putnam. Jan. 186p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Jean Stewart has made eminently readable transla- 
tion this French novel journalist who spent two 
years Japan and who obviously did not spend the 
two years French enclave. The director French 
Travel Agency, Gilles Germain, has 
wealthy tourists buy month long stay “the land 
the rising sun” and hires young Mr. Miyamoto 
serve his assistant and their guide, because Miya- 
moto-san speakes English and French well 
own Japanese. Each the six encounters adventure 
accord with his her character, and the course 
his ciceronage, Mr. Miyamoto earns the good graces 
police commissioner Sato and given the job 
ambitioned writing editorials for the 
Asahi. Douglas Cadwallader president the 
Sons American Revolution and crusader against 
slavery. Japan, decides liberate the geishas, 
but had not reckoned the wiles the Japanese, in- 
cluding the geishas. Angelica Simpson pillar 
the New Baptist Church Burke City, South Dakota, 
and notorious proselytizer, but she, too, handled 
with tact and resource. General Lure, retired 
French militarist, means well but makes the object 
his pity lose face enough commit hara-kiri; Liliane 
Laage, nymphomaniac, tangles with the karate cham- 
pion; Cecil Brownley, hen-pecked Britisher, finds solace 
with husky hotel maid; only Nicole Marchand seems 
see the country open-eyed and without benefit 
rose-tinted spectacles. But the Japanese themselves 


354 


who steal the show this novel, which seems inevi- 
tably headed for the films and/or the musical stage. 
Adult readers will find amusing cynical. 


Smith, William Dale Multitude Men 
Simon and Schuster. Jan. 11, 1960. 435p. $4.95. (IIb) 
This novel labor strife, updated focus 
today’s more sophisticated struggle for power between 
company and union officials. Although uneven ex- 
ecution, first novel exhibiting talent and promise. 
Mature and more demanding readers will doubtless 
willing overlook occasional lapses artistic control 
they may savor the passages genuine strength and 
merit. 


Scottsburg, West Virginia, the Craft Steel Company 
has arrived easy truce with the corrupt officers 
the local union. Over the years, the Craft Independent 
Union has been thorn the side the powerful 
International Workers Association. How much may 
gauged the all-out campaign the big union wag- 
ing install branch its far-flung organization the 
Craft mills. Just the IWA stepping the tempo 
its program, the novel’s hero returns from the Korean 
war. Dudley Marshall was schooled hatred 
boy vindictive old friend the family who had 
built his life around grievance against Craft Steel. 
Purged his bitterness the Korean fighting, Dudley 
interested only meeting the challenge 
operating crane the open hearth. Just let man 
work the limit his strength and ability, figures, 
and he’ll find contentment. describing Dudley’s 
initiation the mill, the author successful con- 
veying the sense well-being bordering exultation 
that can come from hard physical labor. 


Also too soon Dudley awakens the realization that 
has blundered into battle deadly its own way 
anything had encountered Korea. Caught the 
crossfire inter-union skirmishing, feels the old 
habit violence come alive protest against the in- 
justice being manipulated “in game which 
had stake.” This violence his makeup the 
wayward factor understands least and fears most. 
instinct, gropes for discipline, seeking find 
the pursuit worthwhile goal. The trouble 
determine where his real interests lie. series 
violent episodes, moves from loyalty loyalty, dis- 
carding one illusion after another along the route, until 
finally showdown manages the last moment 
deflect his impulse violence from its target. 
doing, finds measure control for the first time 
his life. 

documentation current phase the evolu- 
tion company-union relations, the book carries con- 
viction. Old guard union bosses, grown flabby 
rich diet company-provided “fringe benefits,” have 
strength enough left cling ferociously the spoils 
lifetime. They can count the support the 
finest legal minds who have been engaged the com- 
pany slug out the courts with Federal inves- 
tigators. Confronting them are the tough representa- 
tives the work organizing the millhands 
along traditional union lines; under cover this ac- 
tivity, however, one today’s “hidden persuaders” 


Best 


masterminding the real IWA campaign. cultural 
anthropologist, analyzes the mores the millhands 
with scientific detachment and employs the findings 
modern motivational research gain the union’s ob- 
jectives. 


his best, the author can knot character and event 
together with impressive skill: tosses his stones into 
the water; after each splash, the ripples circle out and 
rock all the reeds standing the pool. uses his 
setting chart the emotional repercussions resulting 
from the tensions, ambitions, and practices operation 
the industrial scene today. What records, makes 
excellent, sobering, reading. 


William Lynch, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Duncan, Bob Moves, Salute 
Doubleday. Jan. 7,1960. 285p. $3.95. (IIb) 


hilarious novel Tokyo during the occupa- 
tion”—so the advertising reads this one. Hilarious? 
kicks ricksha boy the stomach and destroys 
the ricksha. Another soldier shoots neighborhood 
because Aussie dated his mistress. That’s hilarious? 
suppose it’s also hilarious when the epicure command- 
ing officer the Shogun Hotel for transients announces 
that wants his hotel renovated look “like high- 
class whore house.” suppose it’s full the side- 
splitting elements farce when ordinary morality 
made look incongruous turning upon its axis. For 
example, the hero the piece, Ellison, de- 
stroys evidence that would convict the Japanese man- 
ager the hotel blackmarketing because this All- 
American and good farm boy love with the man’s 
daughter. Lt. Billings, the blackguard, destroyed 
body and spirit because his strict following army 
regulations puts end the bacchanals. Wrong 
triumphs; the good hides its head shame. 


the novel were serious indictment the ugly 
Amercan overseas, (and think that rather than com- 
edy the intention), there might some excuse for 
its being; but when slick professional writer knowing 
the tricks his trade, (note the Red Buttons-Miss 
Umeki love affair), tackles serious theme, the result 
uncertainty purpose, conglomerate tragic- 
comic incidents. 


with every novel written formula, there are some 
redeeming qualities: Suspense—Will the epicure com- 
manding officer get revenge the upstart Lt. Billings 
reinstalling his sunken marble Mystery— 
Will the case the blackmarketed whiskey solved? 
Emotion—Will the Jew-baiting Billings get his 
uppance? Popular appeal—Wéill the tempestuous 
mance East and West come successful meeting 
the twain? More that culprit, an- 
tagonizing thing known army life lose out the 
more natural concerns human living? These 
tions are interestingly posed and their answers held 
abeyance until the last chapter, but they are again 
tricks the professional and hardly compensate for the 
confusion intent. The title, think, misquotation 
army saying. Moves, Salute more usually 
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“If moves, shoot it.” this book moves the 
market, you know what do. 


John Murray, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Barrett, William The Edge Things 
Doubleday. Jan. 336p. $3.95. (I) 

When received this book, anticipated much 
pleasure because remembered how had enjoyed 
The Left Hand God. However certain apprehen- 
sion grew read the dust cover that this was 
not novel but “two novels and two novelettes.” More- 
over were told that this was “book fantasy.” 


found both these statements true with 
vengeance. the first novel man killed during 
World War and twenty years after returns re- 
marry his widow who has since remarried. This return 
has particular point; there mission accom- 
plished; unless Mr. Barrett advancing theory that 
the dead return, rather stay around sort 
advanced “Blithe Spirit” world. This may sound 
rather silly, but another the stories seems advance 
this same theory. “Velma” test pilot has what 
described “romance with attractive ghost.” 
fact the romance successful that ghostly mar- 
riage ensues. 


Another the stories tells man bent what 


without reason wrecks the toy house neighbor’s 


child; later wrecks his opponents Ivy League foot- 
ball; and the rest the book tells major destruction 
done bomber pilot. bring out his sheer thirst 
for destruction Mr. Barrett has him flying for almost 
any available nation. implied the book that 
was who sank the gunboat Panay 1937. 
This tale has all the appeal newspaper horror story. 


The last story tells man who falls into “blue 
sleep.” During this sleep, which happens fairly often, 
meets and falls love with German girl 
bridge Germany, although the Blue Sleeper the 
United States. finally rouses himself and goes 
Germany, where looks the girl and marries her 
with maximum complexity and minimum love. 


Thus ends this very bewildering book. Should 
classified “science fiction” adult Alice Won- 
derland subtle way propagating theory im- 
mortality? Perhaps help us, Mr. Barrett has written 
gremlins, the pseudo artist, the creative urge, science, 
flying high altitudes, laboratory tests; but answer 
our question. got the impression that aviation 
and its problems were important the book but 
even this was wrong. Actually for “aircraft” you could 
substitute “submarine” and every story would remain 
substantially intact. 


elsewhere found this statement Mr. 
Barrett, “Philosophically the stories may contradict each 
other, but that unimportant: they are not offered 
exposition philosophy.” Nobody (that know 
of) told Mr. Barrett that they were exposition 
Philosophy but feel that one philosophy per book, 
exposed not, enough. 


Mr. Barrett fine writer. has done excellent 
work the past. What the explanation for this 
Barret infers this the foreword. that the case, 


author The Lef Hand God. 


James 
Buffalo, New York 


Knight, Ruth Adams Certain Harvest 
Doubleday. Jan. 359p. $4.50. 


The Cooper Union, New York City, one the pri- 
vate colleges the country still giving free education 
engineering and art. Actually, tuition charged 
for any course. This active memorial is, perhaps, the 
greatest reflection the business sense and interest 
Peter Cooper. Over and above his interest popular 
education was inventor, manufacturer, philan- 
thropist and presidential candidate. All which 
wonderful background for any novelist who looking 
for dynamic character interesting age. And this 
precisely what Ruth Adams Knight does Certain 
Harvest. 


But this novel more than the story the country 
farm boy who built commercial empire; poignant- 
interwoven with the human emotions and endeavors 
mother and her daughter whose unfortunate destiny 
became the care Cooper, and the unselfish devo- 
tion gave their care. human drama set 
panoramic picture window old New York. 


The biographical novel has one major drawback. 
presupposes the reader familiar enough with the his- 
torical character able separate fact from fiction. 
Unconsciously wonders how much true and how 
much tinted invented. And then decides read 
straight biography find out. Otherwise this par- 
ticular novel there enough interest, passion, drama 
and characterization for stand very readable 


novel. 
James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Deutscher, Isaac The Prophet Unarmed 
Oxford. Sept. 24,1959. 490p. $9.50. 


The Prophet Unarmed takes the story Leon 
Trotsky (Bronstein) 1921, where the author’s earlier 
The Prophet Armed left off, and carries Trotsky’s 
exile from the Soviet Union 1929. third volume 
planned. 

The year 1921 was turning point the career Leon 
Trotsky well the history the Soviet Union. 
Lenin’s ill health has forced him relinquish his active 
role guiding the destiny the revolution. More and 
more was revolted Stalin’s ways and turned 
Trotsky see that his ideas and suggestions were 
put into practice. However each opportunity, despite 
his dynamic personality and dedication the cause 
Lenin, Trotsky allowed one opportunity after another 
pass. result the coalition Stalin, Zinoviev 
and Kamenev finally managed check Trotsky’s influ- 
ence, stack the Politbureau against him and eventually 
exile the prophet the revolution Alma-Ata. 
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Shortly before the death Lenin, even though ill 
health himself, had Trotsky followed Lenin’s repeated 
requests attack Stalin the Party Congress 1922, 
could have taken over the direction events. 
did not. Rather vacillated, hoping for the best much 
the same manner Kerensky did the dying days 
Russian democracy. Considering the fact that the 
early days Communist ascendancy and during his 
years Commissar War, Trotsky had uncanny 
faculty for judging men, one wonders why this was 
apparently lost when faced with Stalin’s intrigues. 


Nevertheless, despite the tragic denouement for Trot- 
sky, Isaac Deutscher’s narration these fateful years 
makes for fascinating though slow reading. The author 
utilizes many new sources, especially Trotsky’s Archives 
and his voluminous correspondence. One does not have 
prophet predict that any further study this 
period will have rely heavily the material pre- 
sented The Prophet Unarmed. 


Walter Jaskievicz, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University 


Vanderbilt, Jr., Cornelius 
Man the World: Life Five Continents 
Crown. Nov. 342p. $5.00. (I) 


Although have seen some Mr. Vanderbilt’s docu- 
mentary films and heard him give what thought were 
excellent lectures, this the first the more than 
dozen books that has written that have read. 
though the title bit sweeping and although the 
author dearly loves “to drop” important names into his 
chapters, true that has met, while working 
reporter for newspapers and magazine, great many 
people importance. For example, interviewed 
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Stalin for the fifteenth time August, 1939, shortly 
before the outbreak World II. 


young man became interested newspaper 
work and managed establish three newspapers. How- 
ever, did not have the capital necessary and his 
family refused him financial aid because both his father 
and his mother disliked the newspaper profession. 
remained fairly good terms with his mother through- 
out her life but and his father became estranged. 
The result was great deal family tension, which 
may may not have been responsible turn for the 
author’s own unsettled married life. date has 
had six wives. The various divorces have been under- 


standably expensive and since the family fortune did 
not reach the author large amounts, has spent 
most his life reporter working for salary. 
spent good deal time working for President Roose- 
velt; but informs that received salary 
expense money while engaged. 


this autobiographical volume makes clear many 
his likes and dislikes, and tells many things not too 
well known. Here are some samples: President Roose- 
velt’s mother disliked Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., be- 
cause she considered him too radical but Vanderbilt 
maintains that was merely following Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt; Vanderbilt does not like trust Chiang 
Kai-shek any member the famous Soong family, 
including course Chiang’s wife; tells that when 
rather famous New Yorker named Elwell was mur- 
dered the 1920’s the murderer’s identity was known 
many newspapers but the murderer, woman, was 
not mentioned the papers brought trial because 
her father was one the biggest users advertising 
space New York newspapers; President Roosevelt 
doubted “the desirability Catholics high places” 
public office and “among high churchmen, the 
only one trusted was Cardinal Roosevelt 
offered the ambassadorship Russia but 
the latter refused; Roosevelt also offered make Van- 
derbilt Under-Secretary the Interior but Vanderbilt 
refused preferred not hold public office; Van- 
derbilt reported Roosevelt that had heard Myron 
Taylor say “nasty things” about the President; President 
Roosevelt referred Truman 1944 “phony 
liberal” and being “uncouth.” Being closely 
ciated with President Roosevelt for about fifteen years 
and having been told Roosevelt 1939 that he, 
Vanderbilt, was far better diplomat than our 
tary state”; was deeply sympathetic Roosevelt’s 
war policies and blames those who have managed for- 
eign affairs since 1945 for their sorry state today. 
one the concluding chapters, Vanderbilt explains 
plan that Roosevelt had for building connecting broad 
highways all over the world the years after World 
War II. Roosevelt believed that such highways would 
draw the people the world closely 
also approved the idea but died with Roose- 


rich man’s son, Vanderbilt could have led easy 
life taking position one his father’s firms. 
Instead, has spent his life crusading for what 
sidered good causes. still carrying with 


his films and his lectures although has had little 


political influence since President Roosevelt died 
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April, 1945. Almost any reader will like this honestly 
written report active and interesting life, written 
aman who did not take the easiest road open him. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Maraini, Fosco Meeting With Japan 
Viking. 1960. 467p. $8.50. (I) 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—January 


The title this attractively illustrated book most 
appropriate, for excellent treatise the lives 
and loves, the culture and art, the work and economy, 
the day-by-day, year-to-year existence people who 
for centuries were far removed from western culture 
but who, through the holocaust terrible war, were 
brought into close contact with the “world outside” 
which thus got better glimpse this ancient society 
whose traditions, customs, folkways had never been 
thoroughly understood anyone but the Japanese 
people themselves. The author, through his many 
years residence this enchanted land, provides 
thorough and complete view; and, with the effective 
forethought blending and packaging some the old 
with the new, successfully portrays the reader real 
picture these interesting islands the Far East. 


From the opening the closing pages this delightful 


travelogue completely descriptive, print and 


accompanying pictures (many beautifully reproduced 
color), which gives the reader feeling being present, 
whether strolling down Tokyo’s Ginza, driving south 
ancient car over Hakone Pass, talking “the man 
the street,” viewing the temples Nara, sightseeing 
Kyoto where survives side side with the 
present”; meeting Somi, the Italian missionary 
who had turned Buddhism and clandestine affair 
with the one woman his life; bathing with the family 
the public bath; immersed the Shinto ritual 
shrine, observing the Japanese accept the 
occupation forces the end the war, enjoying hun- 
dreds glimpses these exotic people with their old 
and new ways life. 


This reviewer, who has spent several years recently 
Japan, although tempted to, would not dare mention 
specific descriptions people, places things, which 
are beautifully covered the author, out fear 
that anything short the whole might create diverse 
picture, far cry from the real. One must read this 

appreciate its contents and become ac- 
quainted with people whose lives are different, often 
delightfully so, from our own. Not only for the scholar 
the throes research Japan, but also for the 
fortunate ones who have been there, well for 
those who have not seen this “land the rising sun,” 
Meeting With Japan highly Any 
reader will thrilled what has offer from the 
centuries past the modern present, aptly, seems 
me, depicted the sign Tokyo dress shop: “Ladies 


ave Fits Upstairs.” 
Louis Aebischer, 


Lieutenat Colonel, Artillery, 
United States Army 
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King, Alexander 
May This House Safe from Tigers 
Simon and Schuster. Jan. 13, 1960. 372p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Alexander King’s second volume memoirs better 
and worse than his first, Mine Enemy Grow Older, 
(which hit the best seller lists only after King’s appear- 
ances the Jack Paar program). The stories are bet- 
ter, the English not quite tortured, and there are 
some good lyrical passages; but there’s fair amount 
repetition from the first book, especially the continual 
references the author’s narcotic addictions and cures. 


There little doubt about King’s ability tell good 
story that covers but few pages, just there 
certainty that the reader will bored silly King’s 
transitions and the introductions his anecdotes. 
book like his demands good many “willing suspen- 
sions disbelief”; and such sacrifice makes for hard 
reading and leads the question: Should raconteur, 
matter how famous, ever publish? Would not 
better for King pair off with Paar and end his 
imposition the public? 


King primarily vulgarian. utterly sans taste 
and sans tact. Vulgar words and references are fre- 
quent and the name God used recklessly; occa- 
sionally blasphemous. But reaches unalloyed 
bathos when discourses upon his philosophy reli- 
gion. Such brashness repels even tough-minded reader 
who willing gloss over vulgarities, such the story 
pp. 11-18, and the ribaldry related pp. 20-40. 


illustrate his book, King did series twenty-one 
line drawing and verse (?) sketches, some which are 
good. Unusual, also, the book King’s translation 
Peter Altenburg poem. 


King loves officiate and does quite well, half the 
time. does good job ridiculing capitalism and 
progress, shows and commercials, modern painting 
and modern theater, Eliot’s odd friends, and 
Southern writers who off into devious ways. Some 
his loves are Jefferson, Lincoln, and Bertrand Russell; 
also are knitting, cats, and Austria, his birthplace. 
writes well unknown people; his treatise seeing 
beauty nature superb; but his advice the young 
person starting career life, “try please your- 
self,” might well express King’s whole philosophy 
life, love and religion. Fortunately, his not too attrac- 
tive literary personality will prevent him from winning 
any wide circle followers. 


Joachim 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Parvilahti, Unto Beria’s Gardens 
Dutton. Jan. 286p. $5.00. (Ila) 


This book intelligent and serious appraisal 
the Soviet/system and its promise freedom. The 
author has first-hand knowledge. was political 
prisoner whom the Finnish government had hand 
over the Russians eight months after the armistice 
between the two countries. Despite this illegality, Par- 
vilahti was sentenced five years imprisonment, con- 
sidered light punishment. the end this period, 
instead being allowed return Finland, was 
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deported Siberia where was forced stay and 
work, although technically was free. The general 
amnesty declared soon after Stalin’s death March, 
1953, did not affect his status until June the follow- 
ing year, after whick still took six months get the 
necessary exit visa return his homeland. The 
record these ten years “guest” the Soviets 
damning indictment that meant serve warn- 
ing anyone who believes Soviet notions freedom. 


Parvilahti’s story does not for sensational dis- 
closure for self-pity. Even the personal glimpses are 
few. did preserve, for nine years, the wooden spoon 
used Prince Obolensky eat the starvation diet 
nettle soup, order convey the Prince’s farewell 
greetings sending along with message the 
daughter Russia’s greatest author, Leo Tolstoi. There 
also wonderful description how and another 
prisoner celebrated Christmas prison and how the 
Jews one the prison camps did him honor 
Finn for Finland’s humane treatment their race dur- 
ing the war. But, for the most part, the author tries 
understand and evaluate objectively, the Soviet way 
life. Thus, gives due credit the doctors and 
and the system medical care that provided for all. 
The prisons are also efficiently run, although political 
prisoners were treated much more harshly than com- 
mon criminals whom there are great many. But 
the chapter called “Soviet Freedom,” really gets 
down cases and points out detail how the work- 
ingman and the farmer are exploited for the benefit 
the percent who are Party members. 


The workers get very little satisfaction out their jobs 
and have themselves worked out system called 
‘tuhtoa” that enables them beat the system fixed 
quotas. Parvilahti also explains the 100 percent turn- 
out elections. Here the figures are not padded, 
least the country districts. Several months ad- 
vance election, electioneers, each with about 
families under his control, explain how one vote 
and even the proper time that one expected vote. 
After person has voted, able buy liquor, food, 
and even luxuries that are not otherwise othertimes 
available, and all very reasonable rate. the 
day voting, the electioneer checks off each person 
for whom responsible and any one has not 
shown within half-hour his appointed time, 
with the help the police carted off the polls, 
matter what his condition, vehicles comman- 
deered for the occasion. Some have even voted more 
than once election order get the cheap beer. 
one can see from this and similar incidents, (e.g., 
the naming the book), the author has not lost his 
sense humor and precisely this sense balance 
that lends credence what has say well 
makes the book worthy serious consideration. The 
translation good and reads effortlessly. 

William Schweder, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington, 


Allen, George Undercover Teacher 
Doubleday. Jan. 189p. $3.50. 


this book New York World Telegram and Sun re- 
porter George Allen writes the story his brief stay 


SELLERs 


1958 junior high school teacher Brooklyn, 
calls himself “undercover teacher” because 
took the position regular semi-permanent substi. 
tute teacher only for the purpose getting inside 
story about “what the kids and the teachers and the 
school administrators are like” during the time 
problems New York. this goal was successful; 
quitting his job after two months teaching, wrote 
series articles for his which did make 
brief sensation and helped prolong the life Brook 
lyn grand jury already investigating violence Brooklyn 
schools. 


understandable that when Mr. Allen’s series 
articles first appeared, many New York City educators 
feared their possible sensationalism and misinterpreta- 
tion school problems. The qualms many 
trators probably have not yet been allayed, but this 
book, which pretty much reflects the newspaper articles, 
does not turn out unfriendly and does try offer 
constructive criticism, albeit limited way. The 
administrators, true, did receive their lumps, but 
certain degree this part the responsibility the 
administrators, and some the lumps were probably 
deserved. The teachers, the whole, received good 
deal sympathy and respect from Mr. Allen, who 
admitted that his two months did not become 
complete teacher. The “kids” acted pretty much 
might expected from troubled areas Brooklyn— 
not bad portrayed Blackboard Jungle but 
cult enough warrant great concern not only about 
the schools but the environment that produces the 
problems that plague the schools. 


There large amount information this book 
which should set parents, taxpayers, voters, educators, 
and all citizens large amount thinking. Much 
the information not explicitly set forth and 
characteristic purely journalistic effort. 
stance, can the school problems considered apart 
from the environmental problems? But may too 
much expect newspaper sociological job. 
Two Allen’s recommendations conclusions illus 
trate the lack depth newspaper job reporting 
education: 


“The Board Education should require all new 
teachers have realistic training before they enter 
classroom.” This already “requirement” but 
any teachers, even those without full qualifications. 
After all was due this difficulty that Mr. Allen 
was able obtain his position substitute teacher. 


“Amend the laws that principals can recommend 
fifteen-year-olds for supervised employment.” 
amendments are the jurisdiction the civil govern- 
ment, course, but can the laws amended and 
still acceptable trade unions and those who fear 
child-labor? And who will the supervising? the 
schools, then the educational system would 
ing vast new responsibility for which not 
pared. 

The book certainly can interest teachers who 
would like know how Allen managed his teaching 
assignment. might also serve practical study 
young teachers going into difficult teaching assignments. 
certainly could accomplish some good would 
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wisely used PTA and school board members diffi- 
cult areas. The best result all would that the 
hook might convince many people who are self-satisfied 
about our school system proceed more thorough 
study educational problems and needs New York 
and the rest the nation. 


Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Chapman, John (Editor) Broadway’s Best: 1959 
Doubleday. Dec. 17,1959. 332p. $4.50. (Ila) 

its predecessors, this annual contains critical his- 
tory the theatrical season, with complete listing 
casts, length runs, new productions, and obituary 
authors and actors who died during the period. 
also includes list books about the theatre published 
during the year and special critical summary each 
twelve hit plays which the author refers his 
dozen.” carefully indexed. 


Mr. Chapman has been drama critic the New York 
Daily News for many years and besides the summaries 
his Golden Dozen, has included list theatrical 
awards and brief synopses fifty other offerings. 
has generously quoted opinions 
from other critics, which has considered significant; 
and points out that the plays has included his 
Golden Dozen are not all successes, but are him the 
most representative the theater-goer’s year. The 
Golden Dozen includes “J. B.,” “The Disenchanted,” 
Marriage-Go-Round,” Touch the Poet,” 
Raisin the Sun,” “The Rivalry,” “Flower-Drum 
Song,” “The Cold Wind and the Warm,” “The Pleas- 
ure His Company,” “Gypsy,”, “God and Kate Mur- 
phy,” and “Sweet Bird Youth.” 


Although not agree with Mr. Chapman’s opinion 
Majority One,” (one the many plays briefly 
reviewed), which found delightful play, heartily 
concur with his opinion Tennessee Williams 
whom refers greatly gifted, extraordinarily 
original and dramatist.” ‘Sweet 
Bird Mr. Chapman continues, “is some- 
thing like finding oneself unexpectedly and without 
place one wouldn’t caught 
ead in.” 


This valuable book own and keep hand for 
reference. About the only thing theatrical that 
not contain Legion Decency rating list. 
The digests even the most objectionable plays listed 
Mr. Chapman are carefully worded and discreetly 
that possible offense taken even 
the most scrupulous reader. and his books are 


our theater. 
Leonre Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 


Air Training Command and 
Technical Staff, Aero Publishers 

Fundamentals Guided Missiles 
Publishers, Inc. Jan. 575p. $12.50 
With the increased interest guided missiles, this will 
valuable book and one much consulted 
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school, college and municipal libraries. large 
book liberally illustrated with some 575 
drawing and photographs, and gives adequate coverage 
the subject, from the initial glossary guided missile 
terms, through brief history the development 
the guided missile, the aerodynamics and physics in- 
volved, discussion control and guidance systems and 
their components, and guided missile instrumentation. 
The average reader may find the text baffling many 
respects, but the avid missile enthusiast will not 
all perplexed. technical writing goes, this excep- 
tionally clearly presented. 


= a 


Daley, Robert The World Beneath the City 
Lippincott. Jan. 223p. $3.95. (I) 


Mr. Daley, Fordham graduate and 
European sports correspondent for the New 
York Times, tells the story the fantastic network 
pipes and wires and cables and tunnels that lies be- 
neath the sidewalks New York, and tells the history 
the growth that amazing maze subterranean 
nerves and arteries book that quite simply fasci- 
nating. The story New York, but might be, 
less gigantic magnitude, the story any modern city. 
7,000 miles gas mains, 5,000 miles sewers, 2,200 
miles cables, million miles telephone wires, 
726 miles subway track, miles high pressure 
steam lines, 19,000 miles electrical cables, 5,528 
miles water mains fed from two huge tunnels bored 
through bedrock average depth 500 feet are 
some the impressive figures. But will news 
many who take all this much for granted, that New 
York’s water supply was puny and vile until little more 
than hundred years ago when the Croton Aqueduct 
was opened; that electric wires were put underground 
only after the blizzard that the air the sewers 
usually quite clear and not ill-smelling. And the 
reader will meet two remarkable men, Teddy May and 
Smelly Kelly who know more about the sewers and the 
subways than anyone. There are included the story 
the rat population New York and Brooklyn, alliga- 
tors more than two feet long thriving the sewers, 
and corruption politics hampering civic improve- 
ment throughout the course the history the city. 
Sobering the thought what bombing raid might 
cripple the city, sabotage. fascinating book 
this which may well become best-seller. 


Collier, Richard City That Would Not Die 
Dutton. Jan. 11, 1960. 280p. $4.50. 

From September, 1940, end May, 1941, London 
was heavily bombed and burned including the great 
dock fires September, the holocaust that gutted the 
City around St. Paul’s December, and then again 
the night May 10-11, 1941, when almost 800 tons 
high explosive and incendiaries were rained upon 
the city, from one end the other. Not even Mayfair 
escaped the two-fold attack; indeed, the hitherto scarce- 
touched West End took heavy beating. Mr. Collier 
has done some painstaking research not only British 
but also German records and has interviewed hundreds 
the survivors, not only the valiant and 
volunteer ARP workers, only victims the raids, 
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but also some the German fliers who participated 
the double sortie. The result book that interest- 
ing, but frightening, with the fascination horror re- 
visited, especially anyone who, did this reviewer, 
lived through many nights such bombing attacks 
that city. The one difficulty that Mr. Collier chooses 
relate his story the “on-that-day” style that has 
become trite least the recent years. And 
perhaps carried away enthusiasm for his particu- 
lar segment the epic story London’s enormous 
courage through that period and subsequent ones cul- 
minating the fearful months the V-1 and V-2, 
gives the impression that the May 10-11 raids were the 
really big show the whole war. The photographs 
uses illustrate his book are, mainly, those which 
are already familiar those who know the excellent 
series published during the war His Majesty’s Sta- 
tionery Office. But the research has been thorough 
and the reporting excellent. 


Delaney, John (Editor) 
Woman Clothed with the Sun 
Hanover House. Jan. 1960. 240p. $3.95. 


This book that should read every Catholic, 
and could read many non-Catholics with con- 
siderable profit. presents history and evalua- 
tion eight apparitions the Blessed Mother, and the 
presentation not only informative and inspiring but 
also particularly appealing the average reader. Fur- 
thermore, can provide solid spiritual reading and 
can prove source for stimulating meditation. 


The first chapter, the editor, Mr. Delaney, 
appraisal these apparitions well explanation 
the teaching the Church regarding such. This 
chapter serves orientate the reader, whether 
Catrolic not, particularly concerning the cults which 
arise from these unique appearances the Blessed 
Mother. Consequently the reader should sympathe- 
tically disposed when reads the specific visions. 


Our Lady Guadalupe, Mexico, the first appari- 
tion treated, and this done Ethel Cook Eliot, 
novelist. She presents arresting narrative, convey- 
ing the physical and social background against which 
Our Lady appeared pious and unlettered peon. 
She also takes the history the devotion Our 
Lady Guadalupe, which has prevailed for more than 
four centuries. 


Our Lady the Miraculous Medal next, and this 
chapter written Father Joseph Dirvin, 
who has recently written biography Catherine 
Labouré. Catherine was the privileged beholder this 
vision and the recipient the trust promote the 
miraculous medal. Again, the narrative compelling, 
and interesting sidelight disclosed, namely, that 
this devotion has been more popular the United 
States than anywhere else. 
The Lady Tears the title Monsignor John 
Kennedy’s chapter which details the history Our Lady 
Salette. Part Our Lady’s message this ap- 
pearance was stem blasphemy, message which still 
needs heeded. 
Frances Parkinson Keyes, best-selling novelist, takes 
the story Lourdes—perhaps the best known all 


did not speak. This fact may prompt the Irish 
clude proudly that Our Lady was not displeased with 
them. 


Monsignor William McGrath retells the story 
Fatima. Again, this account well known. However, 
there are either typographical factual errors his 
sketching the background World War Father 
Thomas McGlynn’s name also misspelled. 


Don Sharkey treats one apparition Belgium 
Beauraing, the early thirties our century and 
Brother Robert Maloy, S.M., treats another 
Belgium Banneux which occurred 
two are hardly known all the United States, and 
the competent treatment each will prove edifyingly 
interesting the reader. page 213 Brother 
Robert’s narrative, rarefied misspelled. 


this reviewer’s regret that has say that the 
illustrations neither complement nor compliment the 
text. But does urge the reading the book without 
any qualification. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 
Clue Works 


The Sailcloth Shroud Charles Williams different 
setting for mystery and suspense. man dies 
heart attack ketch four days out Panama City 
the Gulf and has buried sea, with only 
Captain Stuart Rogers and nondescript sailor named 
Keefer witnesses. What follows after they reach 
port unexpected and violent; indeed, the detailed 
description brutal assaults thugs makes this suit- 
able only for adult readers, (Viking. 180p. $2.95; Ila) 
Bert and Douglas Hitchens make railroad detective 
Mike Kernehan through tough series adventures 
trying solve some large-scale thefts from freight trains 
across the California desert The Man Who Followed 
Women, (Doubleday. 192p. $2.95; Poul 
son’s second mystery novel, Murder Black Letter, 
again features the Scandinavian-Japanese detective, 
Trygve Yamamura, and San Francisco locale. But 
the story full sickening violence and the puzzle 
not complicated more than psychological maunder- 
ing and references Machiavelli, (Macmillan. 182p. 
$2.95; IIb) Manning Coles has easy way 
ning adventure tale, and his latest the chronicles 
Tommy Hambledon, tangle with gang crimi- 
nals France, skips along merrily spite the clumsy 
title, Concrete Crime, (Doubleday. 191p. $2.95; Ila) 
Venetian Blind William Haggard deals with leakage 
secrets about negative gravity, (of all things!), 
enemy manufacturers, features ruthless tycoon 

his beautiful stepdaughter and enterprising young 
lawyer. Very British and rather slow, (Ives, Wash- 
burn. 187p. $2.95. IIa) Murder Out School 
Ivan Ross, (Simon and Schuster. 217p. $2.95; 
first published novel for the author and promise 
real talent. The background big city area aroun 
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the visions—and gives new and glowing appeal. 
less known apparition, Knock, Ireland, handled 
Mary Purcell, and the Blessed Mother given the title 
Our Lady Silence, for this appearance, Our Lady 
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school attended now largely Puerto Ricans. 
bright young student accused hold-up, his 
father mysteriously murdered, and the boy’s teacher 
takes hand solving the Withers’ 
new novel cleverly contrived puzzle much after the 
Christie fashion. Six people are poisoned, with one 
fatality; then five overtaken storm, one disap- 
pears presumably drowning; another burned 
death, yet another killed auto accident; and 
another falls eighteen stories pavement death; yet 
the sole survivor cannot have committed any the 
crimes, Diminishing Returns, (Rinehart. 247p. $3.00; 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 


Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


book Specially Recommended 

book Recommended 
Brady, Rita Lois Thornton, Librarian 
Abelard. Oct. 174p. $3.00. 


one the few stories about librarianship which 
not over-glamorize the profession concoct atypical 
situations lend adventure, the author manages 
make clear its service implications and social satisfac- 
tions. Her central figure the impetuous Lois, all 
starry-eyed about breaking into scriptwriting im- 
mediately, though she has only one year college 
work. part-time job village library dull sub- 
stitute but the only job she can get. that job, she 
performs dull clerical routines, would any subpro- 
fessional like capacity. outgoing personality, 
with imagination, she manages help crippled girl 
find herself and suggest book program for local 
factory whose workers’ morale drooping. When 
seems that the village may lose its library, those 
workers who come the rescue. Lois meantime has 
found sufficient stimulus the career decide 
for her, with writing postponed for the future. The 
fact that the young man next door falls love with 
her contributes her contentment. The author has 
done realistic job depicting small institution by- 
passed the City Fathers and remaining meaningful 
only handful adults, plus the usual quota 
grade and high school students. The plot quiet and 
the characters shallow, but the latter are pleasantly 
outlined and the central situation sound. few 
the customary library routines are not fully understood 
and least one minor misstatement may discovered. 

owever, girls who read career stories for their romance 
will not disappointed and they will pick idea 
the work and its career potentialities, well. 


Daniels, Jonathan 

Mosby, Gray Ghost the Confederacy 
Illustrated Albert Orbaan. Lippincott. Oct. 22, 1959. 
$2.95. 
Though frail, delicate constitution, John Singleton 
Mosby showed his mettle child: regardless size, 
was always ready for his opponents. During the 
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Civil War became known “The Gray Ghost 
the Confederacy” and and his gray band were the 
terror the Union Army. later years when the 
University Virginia was presenting him with medal, 
(he had been expelled from that august institution 
young man), the citation read part: have 
proven yourself man war, man letters, and 
man affairs worthy the best traditions your uni- 
versity and your state.” died Washington, old 
and poor, 1916 the age 82. Here, then, 
interesting biography varied character—a guerrilla 
leader, daring soldier, ambitious lawyer, good husband 
and kind father—will all the excitement, terror and 
dangers one the critical wars our country. 


Sister Emma, 
Andrean High School, 
Gary, Indiana 


Halacy, Dan Fun with the Sun 
Macmillan. Oct. 1959. 112p., photogs., diagrs. $2.75. 


This may limited usefulness for many school 
libraries, but for others where there are eager young 
scientists and mechanically minded students working 
under alert, forward-looking teachers, will boon. 
Recent progress trapping solar energy for practical 
purposes quickly reviewed, after which come direc- 
tions for the making and use seven projects: cooker, 
still, furnace, oven, water heater, motor and radio. 
Very clear photographs and drawings plans extend 
the clear step-by-step instructions. Advice also given 
obtaining the relatively inexpensive materials needed. 
The book ends with glance the direction future 
large-scale developments the field solar energy. 
contains gratifying possibilities for many hours 
safe, constructive recreation, and its friendly informal 
presentation makes for painless reading even the 
items are not built. 


Leif Leap Into Danger 
Translated from the Norwegian Evelyn Ramsden. Har- 
court. 156p. $2.95. 


lieutenant-colonel the Norwegian Air Force here 
draws his experience write story for younger 
boys two fliers forced abandon their plane and 
parachute during blizzard into the icy, snow-covered 
forest. The co-pilot, youth 17, injured and the 
older flier has find him, build shelter, set his leg 
and forage food for both. Before the cloud cover lifts 
they are living reindeer moss, occasional trapped 
ptarmigan, and fish from nearby stream. The last 
two nights before their rescue, starved wolfpack 
stalks them ominously. Curiously enough, the boy 
who keeps his head when the most acute crises arise 
and acts quickly and surely. The story has fine sus- 
pense and atmosphere chill reality. 
skillful the picture the relations between the two 
fliers deepening into mutual respect and liking the 
days pass; and theh account the rescue operations 
warming its concern for the lost men. final note 
appends information about Norwegian air force stations 
and the planes and helicopters used. This good, 
timely material, written with drama and restraint. 
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Hoehling, Mary 
Girl Soldier and Spy: Sarah Emma Edmundson 
Messner. Sept. 14,1959. 192p. $2.95. 


unusual story unusual person, the author 
develops believably and naturally the tale Canadian- 
born Sarah Edmundson whose childhood was spent 
trying compensate for her father’s disappointment 
that she was girl. But when interfered with her 
marriage hopes, she left home, working for while 
millinery shop. Discovered there, she fled again, this 
time man’s clothing. For while she traveled 
through Michigan book salesman, still male 
attire, and when the Civil War broke out she enlisted 
male nurse. Thereafter she served for three years 
not only that role but officers’ aide, mail carrier, 
spy and fighting man, her sex undetected throughout. 
Her postwar years when she resumed feminine clothing 
are rapidly sketched. good deal free dialogue 
introduced, which makes interesting contrast 
quoted bits from her diary written the typically florid 
style the 19th century. The young woman’s almost 
miraculous escape from detection, both her sex 
and her espionage activities, the charmed life she 
seemed bare the battlefield, make for high adven- 
ture and suspense. addition, the author able 
make her character pleasing and feminine. 


Raymond 
Secrets the Dust: The Story Archaeology 


Illustrated Rafaello Busoni. Dodd. Oct. 19, 1959. 
177p. $2.75. 

Although most the archaeological finds described 
this book have been described more fully other books 
most high school library shelves, this nevertheless 
excellent introduction the subject for either junior 
senior high school. There first all the sound 
and inviting introductory section the nature this 
science and what contributes our knowledge. Then 
there the necessarily brief but interesting accounts 
finds the Altamira caves, the Swiss lakes, Egypt and 
the Rosetta Stone’s deciphering, Mesopotamia, Crete, 
South America and Alaska. The book has pleasant 
narrative quality, and cautious avoidance over- 
dogmatic pronouncements. Moreover, clears hap- 
pily such concepts stone age, bronze age, iron age, 
and forth, and relates the cultures remotely 
separated peoples. Busoni’s drawings and maps con- 
tribute attractive format, though one could wish 
the maps might have been more frequent and more 


detailed. 


Jolly! 


Kjelgaard, James Arthur 
Dodd. Oct. 19, 1959. 183p. 


Illustrated Kendall Rossi. 
$3.00. 

Using unique and little known episode American 
history, (the establishment Camel Corps the 
services), and colorful camel driver whose Syrian 
name, Hadji Ali, Americans transformed into Jolly, 
Jim Kjelgaard has written another it-could-have-been- 
like-this-story. First and last Jolly’s story, from 
his pilgrimage Mecca camel boy, during which 
found valuable riding camel the desert and 
named him Ben Akbar, through the capture boy 


Best SELLERs 


and beast Moslems, the boy’s knifing brigand 
brute the Holy City, and his flight escape death 
toward the American ship which was loading camels 
for the American government. Jefferson Davis, then 
Secretary War, had approved the plan use camels 
open the Southwest, but many obstacles defeated 
the innovation once was introduced. True, the value 
the animals was proved the building wagon 
road from Fort Defiance the California border, but 
public antagonism, pressure groups, the outbreak the 
Civil War, and the rapid inroads civilization upon 
the wilderness country blocked the auxiliary service 
fore got good start. the end, most the animals 
were simply turned loose the desert, and Jolly 
did the same with Ben Akbar eventually. 
rounds off his tale with reunion Quartzite, Arizona, 
between Jolly and his prized camel when the driver 
old man 70. usual, the author shows his 
deep respect for animals through the love, understand- 
ing and care which Jolly lavishes upon Ben Akbar 
and the other camels his charge. The plot little 
less taut than his purely imaginative tales. 
tary reading, will appeal chiefly boys, but will 
undoubtedly arouse curiosity and discussion trans- 
portation unit the social studies. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore Senior High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Eloise and Mario Pei 
Book Place-Names 
Lothrop. Nov. 10, 1959. 178p. $3.00. 


The authors must have enjoyed doing this book, its 
amusing qualities could not have come from the labor 
involved tracking down the names. What makes 
distinctive not the derivations for the hundreds 
places identified—this has been done before, sometimes 
greater detail. But the arrangement and association 
the names are fresh; the preliminary and final chap- 
ters giving social, geographical and linguistic implica- 
tions are logical and enlightening; and the advice 
interpreting names found the atlas sound. Major 
space, however, goes the names themselves, arranged 
waterways, mountains, coasts, religion, animals, 
people and peoples, vegetables, slang, humor, accord- 
ing their source. Most curious are those rising from 
mistakes, e.g., Smackover from Chemin 
The authors have done workmanly job varying the 
exposition that what might have been string 
monotonous sentences enlivened here and there 
human interest story. For the most part, flat pro- 
nouncements about controversial words are avoided 
favor “it seems,” “it said,” giving variant 
interpretations when these exist. Any young person 
feeling for words should fascinated the 
ook. 


Landis, Lawrence 

The Story the Air Force Academy 
Rinehart. Jan. 4,1960. 224p., photogs. $3.95. 
distinguished airman and author earlier 
book, (The Air Force—From Civilian Airman, Vik- 
ing, 1958), now writes comprehensive coverage 
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country’s newest service academy Colorado Springs. 
After reviewing flight history beginning with the 
Wrights, through the turbulent years earning recog- 
nition for airpower weapon warpower, the au- 
thor describes the Air Force’s fight for equal status with 
Army and Navy the Department Defense and 
academy train career officers. The spec- 
site the Academy the Rockies graphi- 
pictured. The academic, military airmanship, and 
athletic programs are given detail with full coverage 
courses each, well the cadets’ daily routine 
they progress through training. 


How win appointment, the exacting life and dis- 
demanded, advantages and possible assignments 
ater graduation, post-graduate opportunities, salaries, 
and challenges are well presented. chapter out- 
graduates the first class (1959) points 
dearly the advantages which arise from high school 
extracurricular activities, athletic participa- 
marking they the men who get selected and 
leaders the academy and the service later. 


Much information found the author’s earlier book 
repeated—particularly background history 
about distinguished fliers who made this his- 
Both books explain the work the Strategic Air 
Command, Tactical Air Command and Air Defense 
Command, with descriptions opportunities and pro- 
each but different The new book 
appeal college-bound young men inter- 
officer’s career; the earlier one was pointed 
the high school graduate interested air- 
man’s career. Fully indexed. 
Frances Dowling 


Mayse, Arthur Morgan’s Mountain 
Morrow. Jan. 211p. $3.50. 
Youthful readers the Saturday Evening Post who 
rad The Desperate Search and Death Walk this 
author will recognize the latter work under its new 
title and its extended form. another rescue tale, 
this one concerned with middle-aged, wealthy Morgan 
Halstead and his 22-year-old daughter, Linnea, whose 
plane crashes the Canadian mountains when the 
man has kindly impulse drop liquor and cigarettes 
prospector they see trudging beneath them. Twen- 
Michael Clendon, Scottish born and 
burdened guilt because let his partner 
his death while Mike himself was trying per- 
wade girl marry him, thereupon takes himself 
the responsibility for bringing the three them out 
the wilderness, since Halstead forgot register his 
plans with the airport authorities. Mike makes 
for them, finds food, carries the 
tack for miles, guides them through forests and over 
rafts them down rapids. Not unexpectedly, 
develops between him and Linn and, once 
after the customary misunderstanding 
focus interest, the two come agree- 
ment. Not quite suspenseful the earlier Desperate 
Search and lacking that book’s appealing small chil- 
this still good adventure material portraying 
and courage, which will liked 
older adolescents. There occasional bit 
but never blasphemy obscenity. 
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Newcomb, Covelle 

Brother Zero: Story the Life Saint 

John God 
Decorations Addison Burbank. Dodd. Dec. 1959. 
305p. $3.50. 
thrilling and gripping any good novel suspense, 
and just hard put down, this deeply moving 
story, essentially biography, too little known saint, 
John God, founder the Hospitallers his name. 
Born Portugal 1495, John Ciudad was called along 
strange ways, along paths “trackless the skies,” 
until his vocation became clear. Shepherd, soldier, dis- 
penser religious books and articles, would-be ran- 
somer Christian captives, madman for the love 
God and out irresistible compulsion pen- 
ance for his licentiousness soldier, ultimately 
found his God-given work service the sick poor 
Granada. was centuries ahead his time his 
treatment and care the sick, especially the insane. 
His austere, penitential life and the prodigious amount 
hard work accomplished, single-handed first, 
were continuing miracle grace and Divine Provi- 
dence, incredible those who not believe Divine 
assistance. Called John God the Christ Child 
Himself, humbly chose the soubriquet Brother Zero. 


excellent foreword Cardinal Cushing introduces 
this splendid portrait most compassionate saint, 
whose goodness and total self-immolation 
foundly move readers any age. There imposing 


bibliography. 
Sister Agnese, S.C.C., 
St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Price, Willard Whale Adventure 


Day. 191p. $3.50. 


Does the young woman who sits before mirror apply- 
ing cosmetics realize what they cost, not money, but 
struggle, strain and life The users glycerine, 
margarine, paints, varnishes, textiles, fertilizer, cattle 
fodder, vitamins, hormones, and many other life-saving 
drugs, all gifts from the whale man—do the users 
these things ever think the men who struggle, some- 
times even give their lives, provide them? Willard 
Price his latest book gives breath-taking picture 
both men and sea-creatures that must perish that 
humans may little more healthy and happy. Hal 
and Roger Hunt, featured Price’s other adventure 
books, experience their greatest adventure yet crew 
members the Killer whaling search out Hono- 
lulu. They learn much, too, will the reader, not 
only about the old time sail-driven whaling days, but 
about the modern factory whaling ship. Fine illustra- 
tions both, the old and the new, are found the 
end papers. The jacket, too, illustrates brilliantly one 
the high points this superb sea story. 


Sister Emma, SS.C.M. 


Ray, Rena Not Seventeen? 
Montreal, Holy Cross Press. Dec. 1959. 128p. $2.00. 
This story with purpose, that pointing out the 
danger putting off action when convinced voca- 
tion. Not that the delay entering the convent was 
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pretty Catherine Rushton’s own decision. Her father 
refused consent until she should 21. her final 
year high school and two years teacher’s college 
were spent restless yearning which eventually faded 
into engagement and marriage plans with young 
musician. Not until she came down with serious ill- 
ness would her father relent and her fiancé release her 
from her promise. possible that the story may 
carry conviction young girl wavering her decision 
about religious life. Unfortunately, superficial, 
spite the fact that certain amount information 
about religious life comes through, that the tone 
idealistic and fervent, that the message very clear. 


Wolfe, Reese 

The Monkeys Have Tails Zamboanga 
Carl Koch. Regnery. Oct. 1959. 169p. 
Richard Halliburton tale, this. Nor yet William 
McFee John Masefield, though the latter’s must 
down the sea again” was the writer’s mind 
when, boy the 1920’s, became cadet 
officer tramp freighter the princely wage 
cents month. Since ranked neither officer nor 
crew, was preoccupied during the trip during the 
long, erratic, stifling voyage from San Francisco 
Guam, Manila, Java, Singapore, Borneo and Canton 
(where jumped ship) with trying identify himself 
with both groups. But the crew was Chinese, and the 
officers remote, which left him with only the Javanese 
monkey bought for cents, his total wages for 
three months labor and all collected from the trip. 
however, along the way came his senses and de- 
cided stop trying imitation other people 
and return school. Told with quiet humor and 
very successful describing people, places and the 
ship, this both masculine and realistic, without being 
offensively so. The language clean, and the one 
episode which might considered purple passage 
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turns out effective warning the reader about 
the consequences licentiousness. Older adolescent 
boys should enjoy the book. 


Yaukey, Grace 

The Song the Streets: Brief History 

the French Revolution, Cornelia Spen. 

cer (pseud.) 
Day. Jan. 11, 1960. 192p., illus. $3.50. 
interesting, adequate account momentous his 
torical event, with the inevitable limitations imposed 
space and reading audience, the 12-16-year-old group, 
through the eyes the fictional Henriot family, the 
lower bourgeoisie, the reader sees the growing tensions 
and discontent the masses under the cruel burden 
taxation imposed weak king, pleasure-loving 
queen, and selfish aristocracy. Attention given 
the influence Benjamin Franklin, the American Revo- 
lution, and the writings Voltaire, Rousseau and the 
Encyclopedists impetus freedom, though noth- 
ing said the irreligion anti-religion many 
these “philosophers,” (most them are generally known 
the Index). The progress the Revolution 
sketched sufficient detail from the events preceding 
the fall the Bastille the execution the king and 
queen, the Reign Terror, the rise Napoleon and 
the establishment the Consulate, that the young 
reader vividly senses the confusion, the disordered rule, 
the panic, the alternate hope and despair the French 
people during these turbulent years. Though may 
bog down details times, e.g., the frequent change 
ministers finance and their policies, well the 
chameleon-like changes the National Assembly, the 
reader will come away with much better understand- 
ing the causes, social and economic, the confused 
progress, and the outcomes the historic Revolution. 
The book indexed and contains bibliography for 


further readering. 
Sister Agnese, 
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